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FORGIVE 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


ORGIVE me, Lord, for all the years 
I’ve wandered far from Thee; 
Forgive the wasted hours and days 
When I, perversely, would not see 
Thy ceaseless love, Thy tender care, 
Thy hands entreating, pleading still, 
When, heedlessly, I went my way, 
Obeying not Thy blessed will. 
Forgive me, Lord! May I henceforth, 
Acknowledging the debt I owe, 
Serve with rejoicing heart the one 
Who loved—and loves—me so! 


The Morning Star 


Throughout the natural world God 
has placed innumerable reminders of 
His wisdom, power, and glory. His con- 
summate artistry and love of beauty are 
seen in flowering “pixy moss” (Pyxi- 
danthera) and the ruby-throated hum- 
mingbird, and His majesty and might are 
pictured in the awesome, snowy heights 
of the Jungfrau. “Day unto day utter- 
eth speech, and night unto night shew- 
eth knowledge” (Psa. 19:2), as the tre- 
mendous miracle of the rising sun, so 
little observed by men, recurs every 
morning, and the deep, purple canopy 
of the night is pricked by the brilliant 
stars and suffused with silver light by 
the moon. In these, indeed, “the heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handywork” (Psa. 
19:1); and through them “the invisible 


things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead” (Rom. 1:20). 
One of the loveliest of natural phe- 
nomena is the morning star. Often, 
lately, it has brought a sense of peace 
and renewed hope to the writer’s heart 
as he has watched it just before dawn. 
Though he and all his associates on the 
Times staff work amidst the conglom- 
erate din of street and factory all day 
long, yet, like many others, he has the 
blessing of a quiet, suburban home at 
night. And so there was one morning 
when, in the predawn silence which is 
So conducive to meditation on the Word, 
he turned from the written Word to the 
witness in the heavens and gazed in 
wonder at Venus, the morning star, 
glowing above the faint, pinkish-gray 
light spreading across the eastern hori- 
zon. There it hangs in the dark sky, 
untouched by earth’s hurricanes, un- 
troubled by its political turmoils, un- 
disturbed by its international crises. No 
one who cares anything about the beau- 
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ties of nature can scan the sky just 
before daybreak without finding his 
eye inevitably drawn toward it because 
of its size and brilliance. It dominates 
the lightening east and calls attention to 
the coming sun, whose “going forth is 
from the end of the heaven, and his cir- 
cuit unto the ends of it: and there is 
nothing hid from the heat thereof” (Psa. 
19:6). But there is nothing in nature 
whose beauty is not enhanced by know- 
ing personally the Creator, by whom 
“all things consist” (Col. 1:17). So, to 
believers who enjoy the pleasure of see- 
ing the morning star, it is a reminder 
that God is still ruling in this universe, 
that it is all ordered and maintained by 
Him, and that it may not be long before 
this. promise is fulfilled, “But unto you 
that fear my name shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings” (Mal. 4:2). For it recalls Him 
who said, “I am the root and the off- 
spring of David, and the bright and 
morning star... Surely I come quickly”; 
and they reply eagerly, “Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:16, 20). 
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How a Theologian Became a 


Witness to Christ 


Translated from Theophil Kravielitski by the late Ernest Gordon 


(Note.—The Pietists of Germany are 
the born-again Christians. Professor 
Koeberle, of the University of Tii- 


, bingen, writes: 


“One gets the impression, and that 
often, that everything is allowed in the 
German state church—free thought, the- 
osophy, religious socialism, catholicizing 
reaction. Pietist alone one cannot be. 
From all sides come rejection and dis- 
dain as if his were the worst deviation 
from the truth into which one could fall. 

“That leads one to ask on whom, then, 
can the pastor depend if he seeks fel- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For I am the Lord, I change not” 
(Mal. 3:6). 

















lowship in prayer to back his preach- 
ing? Where is he to look for self-sac- 
rificing and practical co-operation in the 
building up of the parish if not from 
those who bear the stamp of the so de- 
spised pietism?” 

The life of Pastor ~ Kravielitski of 
Vandsburg illustrates this.—E. G.) 


K ‘eissen: atten noticed among the 
church attendants a blacksmith 
who even in worst of weather 
was never absent from his place and 
who followed the preaching with closest 
attention. One day this man came into 
the church office and told me what a 
blessing the sermon had been. He men- 
tioned, in passing, that he prayed muéh 
for the pastor that God would give him 
the right things for the flock entrusted 
to him. His calm and sober manner 
made an impression on the minister. 
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The visits of the smith came oftener, and 
ever more serious were the conversa- 
tions between him and the young pastor. 
Later Kravielitski was wont to call him 
his spiritual father. 

Soon after his entrance into the pas- 
torate, he was visited by an elderly be- 
liever in the church about the funeral of 
a little daughter. Of the conversation 
which developed, Kravielitski reported, 
“I sought to offer him a consoling word 
as best I'could. Whereat he answered, 
‘She was my dearest little daughter and 
I could scarcely bear the loss if I were 
not a child of God.’ At which I replied, 
‘Yes, we are all God’s children.’ 

“‘*No,’ he returned. ‘All are not. At 
least I was not always a child of God, 
but I became one.’ At which I answered, 
‘One cannot be sure of that.’ Such is 
the blindness of a pastor who attempts 
to dispense divine truths without him- 
self having experience of the grace and 
salvation of Jesus Christ through the 
certainty given from above.” This be- 
liever continued: , 

“Indeed, Herr Pastor, that certainty 
one can and should have, for it is some- 
where written, I cannot name the pas- 
sage, for my memory is weak, ‘The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our . spirit, 
that we are the children of God.’ 

“I knew very well that this passage 
was in the eighth of Romans, but I must 
openly confess that the whole conversa- 
tion made me highly uncomfortable and 
I was relieved when the visitor had left.” 

Quite other was it with the black- 
smith’s visits. These were ever more 
welcome to the pastor. “Through him I 
found myself ever more in confidential 
relations with the pietist circle in my 
parish and was finally induced to attend 
their meetings. Much of what I there 
experienced was not to my taste, espe- 
cially their custom of kneeling in 
prayer. Yet they said, men and women 
alike, what was in their hearts in their 
free prayer. So it often happened that 
while others were on their knees I stood 
upright. But in time I became really con- 
vinced that these pietists folk took it 
seriously with their Christianity, that 
they really had what I myself did not 
have nor could find in other people. I 
became ever more drawn to them and 
bound up with them. 

“It struck me, too, how in difficult sit- 
uations they showed a joyous attitude 
and confidence in God so that on one 
occasion I had to confess to my wife 
that one could know these believers, 
who called themselves children of God, 
by their shining eyes.” 

In this way God’s grace wore down his 
opposition. At one time in the Bible 
hour an old peasant interrupted him 
with: “Herr Pastor, it’s no use. You 
preach well and have studied much, We 
are just plain people as the disciples of 
Jesus were. But we have experienced 
Him, have been converted and washed 
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from our sins. Now we cannot but de- 
clare and praise this mercy on us before 
all men. You, too, must be converted 
to Christ. We will pray for our pastor 
until Christ has mercy on him.” 

This and similar experiences led Pas- 
tor Kravielitski to study the matter on 
theological grounds. He went through 
the works of positive theologians where 
it was also contended that new birth was 
necessary for a clear, certain relation to 
the living God. This was, further, in 
the Confession of the Church. It was 
the deépest meaning of Luther’s exposi- 
tion of the Third Article of the Faith. 

God had driven him into a corner. “I 
remé@mber quite well how, after a year 
of pastorate, and just before going to the 
prayer hall [of the pietists], I knelt 
down at the great table in the church 
office and simply gave myself over to 
Him to be used by Him and to serve 
Him from then on.” This was the date 
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of his conversion, and never after did he 
cease to thank God for His grace. 

This sense of God’s pity came to over- 
powering expression when, eleven years 
later, he preached a farewell sermon on, 
“If thou hadst known, even thou, at 
least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace! but now they are 
hid from thine eyes” (Luke 19:42). 

“When I think how I found peace, 
God-given peace, I worship the might 
of love revealed in Jesus. How it hum- 
bles me to think of what the Lord gave 
me eleven years ago and without the 
least merit on my part! I, poor worm, 
I, chief of sinners, worthy only of being 
spewed out because of my sins! How 
long I strove against Jesus, and yet He 
held on until He found me. There is 
no imagining here, no! no! Even today 
it is more glorious than ever and in this 
moment more real and precious than I 
can say.” 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Making Good Use of 
Old Books and Magazines 


The work of distributing magazines 
world-wide continues without letup. 
There are over sixty missionaries and 
ministers now involved, on the receiv- 
ing end. It would be nice if you 
could again mention to your readers 
that I would appreciate a letter from 
them if they have good Christian mag- 
azines, books, devotional materials, 
and Sunday school materials which 
they would like to ship to those who 
need them in their work. ... 

Last week we received a visit from 
Mr. Moseley of New Bedford, Mass. 
He is eighty-four years old. He 
brought some thirty-five or forty years 
of back issues of the TIMEs, many 
years being bound. This should well 
serve some seminary. — W. Archie 
Caine, Goodrich Road, R.F.D. 1, Elm- 
wood, Conn. 


Some readers will remember earlier 
letters from Mr. Caine in the Tres 
(Feb. 12, 1955; June 9, 1956). He wrote 
of missionary friends in Thailand who 
desired used Christian books and maga- 
zines for distribution, and he received 
an almost overwhelming response. He 
will send to any interested readers the 
names and addresses of Christian workers 
who can make use of such material. 


Me 
The Motion Seconded 


“The Encouraging Letter” to THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Trmes of September 29 
issue so fully expresses my feelings 
and gratitude for your God-given-to- 
us paper that I want you to accept it, 
word for word, from me also. 

It is like a precious friend on whom 
one can always depend.—An Illinois 
reader. 


Judging from the correspondence the 
“ayes” have it; and for this the Editors 








thank God and take courage, as Paul 
did when the brethren came to meet him 
outside Rome (Acts 28:15). 


Were Job's Four Friends 
Trustworthy? 


Kindly suggest the value and trust- 
worthiness of the arguments put forth 
by Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar in the Book 
of Job, also Elihu. Can they be relied 
upon as helpful for the Sunday school 
teacher who wishes to reveal God’s 
ways to those whom he or she teaches, 
or shall the teacher just refer to them 
as those who did not understand and 
merely use the first three chapters 
and the final great discovery by Job 
of his real spiritual lack, his repent- 
ance, and vindication before God and 
blessing from God?—A Massachusetts 
reader. 


It does no violence to the inspiration 
of Scripture when we say that every 
piece of advice recorded in it is not to be 
followed literally. The Bible faithfully 
records the words of wicked men, 
worldly men, and even Satan himself, 
and it is obvious that some of these are 
lies or half-truths. Therefore it is not 
safe to accept blindly all that Eliphaz, 
Bildad, and Zophar said, though all their 
words were written for us by inspiration. 
They must be studied in the whole con- 
text of the Book of Job, and the student 
must remember that its lessons are sum- 
med up in chapters 38 to 42. Elihu’s dis- 
course was much better than theirs. All 
have their place in setting forth the 
spiritual conflict that a godly man may 
have under suffering, and they serve as 
a background for the eighty-three ques- 
tions and the glowing words of truth in 
the latter chapters. 

Dr. Scofield briefly characterizes each 


(Continued on page 849) 
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God and This Modern Age 


Six important questions for the unsaved 


and for professing Christians 


Y TEXT is found in Daniel 2:28, 
M “There is a God in heaven.” 

That statement is absolutely true. 
I know the fool says there is no god, 
but the Bible says, “There is a God in 
heaven.” 

Now let me answer a number of ques- 
tions in order to bring you into touch 
with God. Let me show you why you 
have not yet found Him, and why ,you 
do not know Him, and then let me show 
you how you can know Him. 


I. Wuy Has Scrence NEVER 
DISCOVERED Gop? 


The reason science has never discovered 
God, my friend, is becaues God cannot 
be discovered; God is revealed. “The 
world by wisdom knew not God” (1 Cor. 
1:21). Science works in the realm of the 
intellect and reason. God is known in 
experience. The Bible says, “Taste and 
see.” If you do, you will know that 
“there is a God jn heaven.” 

Now if you try to discover God in the 
realm of science, reason, wisdom, you 
will never discover Him. He is not 
there. God does not promise a discov- 
ery by any such means. If, on the other 
hand, you are ready to know God in 
experience, you will know Him. You 
must “taste and see” for yourself. The 
trouble is, you have never tasted, you 
have never seen, you have never ex- 
perienced God. 

Man has been trying for centuries to 
find God. There are men today who are 
searching for God. Why, then, do they 
not find Him? Many of them are honest 
in their search. The trouble is, God 
cannot be found. God cannot be discov- 
ered. God must be revealed. And not 
until God reveals Himself to you, will 
you ever know Him. Well, now, how 
can God be revealed? What can you 
do about it? Let us see if we cannot 
find out. If “there is a God in heaven,” 
there must be a way to contact Him. 


II. How Do You Know 
_THERE Is a Gop? 


One time a famous doctor said he had 
never seen a soul though he had dis- 
sected hundreds of bodies, and, there- 
fore, he concluded, there is no such thing 
as a soul. What foolishness! My friend, 
you cannot see love, but you know that 
love exists. You cannot see hate, but you 
know that there is such a thing as hate. 
There are a lot of things you cannot see 
that you know are real. You know that 
there is such a country as China, but 
you may never have seen China. You 
know that there is such a place as the 
North Pole, but you have never seen the 
North Pole. How do you know, then, 


Dr. Smith is the well-known pastor 
of The Peoples Church, Toronto, 
which seats 2,000 people. It supports 
wholly or in part 350 missionaries; 
and broadcasts every Sunday over 
Station CHUM from 11 a.m. to noon. 
Dr. Smith has written many books 
and hymns, one of the most popular 
of the latter being, “Jesus Only.” 
One of his slogans, which is used 
on his letterhead, is, “Why should 
anyone hear the Gospel twice before 
everyone has heard it once?” He 
gives his testimony in these original 
lines: 
I have seen the vision, 
And for self I cannot live; 
Life is less than worthless 
Till my all I give. 








that they exist? I suppose, just because 
others have told you about them. Well, 
have not others told you about God? 
Is there not an entire Book written about 
Him? Why do you believe one and not 
the other? What a foolish argument! 
Of course “there is a God in heaven.” 


III. Way Have MEN FatLep To Finp Gop? 


One reason they have failed to find 
God is because they haven’t traveled far 
enough. There are some things that you 
have to travel a long way. to find. Man 
hasn’t traveled very far. The Bible says 
God is in Heaven. 

May I ask you to turn to the 139th 
Psalm? Suppose we read verses 7 to 10, 
and see whether or not we have gone 
far enough: “Whither shall I go from thy 
spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence? If I ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 
behold, thou art there. If I take the 
wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea; even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right 
hand shall hold me.” 

Now, my friend, let me ask you a few 
questions, based on the passage we have 
just read. Have you ascended into 
Heaven? Well, that’s where God is, and 
if you want to find God, you will have 
to travel a little farther. “There is a 
God in heaven.” Have you ever gone 
to hell? The psalmist says that God 
can be found in hell, or, as it is in the 
original, sheol. If you were to go to 


sheol you would be convinced of the fact 
that there is a God. Have you gone to 
the uttermost parts of the sea? All you 
have to do is to go far enough and you 
will find God. You are limited in your 
knowledge because you have traveled in 
a very narrow circle. 
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IV. Wuy Do I Nor Ensoy 
THE THINGS OF GoD? 

Why do you not enjoy your food? 
There are only two reasons. You do 
hot enjoy your food simply because you 
are either sick or dead. A dead man 
cannot enjoy food and, as a rule, a sick 
man does not enjoy food. Now, if you 
do not know God, if you have never 
been saved, if you have never been born 
again, if you have never passed out of 
death and into life, if you do not have 
eternal life, then, my friend, you are 
dead and you never will enjoy the things 
of God. You are still in the world and 
you will enjoy the things of, this life, 
the things of this world. You enjoy the 
environment in which you live. If you 
live in the world, then that is the en- 
vironment you will enjoy. If you were 
alive, you would enjoy the things of 
God. It may be, therefore, that you 
have never been saved, that you. do 
not know God, that you are dead, and, 
therefore, you do not enjoy God. 

However, you may know God, but you 
may be sick. You may be a backslider, 
you may have wandered afar off, you 
may not be reading the Bible or pray- 
ing. You may be indulging in sin. You 
may not be living the life that God 
wants you to live. You may, I say, be 
sick, and just as a sick person does not 
enjoy food, so a sick Christian does not 
enjoy the things of God. My friend, you 
had better come back, you had better 
get right, for unless you do, you will 
never again enjoy the things of the Lord. 

There was a time when you enjoyed 
the prayer meeting and loved to testify. 
You enjoyed singing the Gospel hymns; 
you’ were most active in personal work; 
you loved to attend evangelistic meet- 
ings; you enjoyed singing in the choir. 
Now you no longer enjoy these things. 
Why not? You have lost your testi- 
mony, you have backslidden. You are 
not where you once were. You are not 
interested in the things of God, because 
you are now a sick Christian. 


V. How Can a LovINc Gop 
Senp MEN To HELL? 


My friend, you are on an incline and 
you are sliding into hell. Nineteen hun- 
dred years ago God threw His only be- 
gotten Son across the incline to save 
you. If you go to hell now, you will 
have to go over Him. “There is a God 
in heaven,” and He has done everything 
He can to prevent you from sliding into 
hell. : 

Hell was made for the Devil and his 
angels, not for man. God never intended 
that man should go to hell. But if man 
follows the Devil in this life, then he 
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will have to follow him in eternity. God 
has no place but Heaven for His own. 
If you belong to Satan, then you will 
some day find yourself in hell. God in 
His love and mercy has done everything 
possible to keep you from going to hell. 

Nineteen hundred years ago He gave 
His only begotten Son to die on Calvary’s 
cross that you might not perish. So 
great was His love that He allowed His 
Son to suffer and die that an atonement 
might be made. You did not even ask 
Him to do it. He did it before you were 
even born. He did it of His own free 
will. He did it because He is “not will- 
ing that any should perish,” but that all 
might come and have life. He does not 
want you to be lost. The Lord Jesus 
came to seek and to save the lost, 

Just as the woman went in search of 
the coin; just as the father welcomed 
home his prodigal son; just as the Lord 
Jesus sought the woman at the well, so 
God seeks you. You are not seeking 
Him, He is seeking you. He always has 
been seeking you. 


VI. WHat Must I Do Tuat 
I May Know Gop? 

Do you not realize that your back has 
been turned toward God, and that 
God’s face has been turned toward you? 
God calls upon you to right-about-face. 
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Instead of going away from Him, go to 
Him. “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life’ (John 
3:16). That is the Gospel, my friend. 
God gave His Son, so great was His love. 
He does not want you to perish. If you 
will believe in Him, if you will trust 
Him, you will not perish. Instead, you 
will know that “there is a God in 
heaven” and you will have everlasting 
life, 

Tell me, do you want to perish? Do 
you want to be lost? Or do you want 
life eternal, the life of the ages? Do 
you not want to live forever? Do you 
not want to spend eternity with the Lord 
Jesus? Then come, acknowledge that 
you are a sinner, acknowledge that you 
are lost, acknowledge that you need a 
Saviour, open your heart to Jesus Christ 
and receive Him. Then thank Him for 
your salvation, for what He did for you 
on Calvary’s cross, and for what He 
does for you now in saving your 
soul; Why should you perish? Why 
should you go to hell? Provision has 
been made. God will have mercy and 
abundantly pardon. Will you then re- 
ceive Christ? Do it, and do it NOW. 


Toronto, CAN, 


IV. Russia in the Light of Prophecy 


The destruction of her armies on the mountains of Israel 


EFORE the glorious reign of the 
King of kings has begun, ushering 
into this war-crazed world the bless- 
ings of the Millennium, God is going to 
destroy Russia and her Communist con- 
federates. When the right hour strikes 
on the clock of God’s eternal purposes, 
Russia’ will conceive the evil design of 
invading helpless Palestine and her 
allied armies will begin their terrible, 
seemingly irresistible advance as out- 
lined by the prophet (Ezek. 38 and 39). 
When human minds are under demon 
control, human beings are helpless (see 
Mark 5:1-20). Under the spell of de- 
mons, body, soul, and spirit are help- 
less; independent will power is lost; and 
men become agents of a mightier com- 
pelling force, foreign to the human fam- 
ily. Great monarchs in the past have 
thus been so swayed and deluded 
(1 Kings 22:19-23). Greater monarchs 
will be deceived and brought under the 
malicious power of demons ere the sev- 
entieth prophetic week of Daniel ends 
(Rey. 16: 12-16). Under their magnetic de- 
mon influence and the leadership of the 
“beast” they will assemble their mighty 
armies for their onslaught on the his- 
toric Plain of Esdraelon in the battle of 
Armageddon. When men and women 
refuse to yield themselves to the sweet 
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influence of the Spirit of God, doing de- 
spite to the Spirit of Grace (Heb. 10:29), 
having murder in their hearts against 
that tender pleading Holy Spirit, the 
Devil and his cruel demons find right 
of way, enslaving not only the body but 
also the mind (2 Thess, 2:3-12). 

Just so, in this future scene described 
in Ezekiel 38 and 39, the patience and 
forbearance of an Almighty God has at 
last come to an end, mercy has departed, 
grace in its tireless efforts has been 
withdrawn, and God gives free rein to 
the evil thoughts that fire the godless 
leaders of the Northern Confederacy to 
march to their doom, little dreaming 
that they are entering a trap that a 
righteous God has set for them. Like 
a little mouse that can see only the 
cheese but not the trap, so Russia’s great 
leaders will see only the glitter of Is- 
rael’s spoil. 

The great prince that will head up this 
confederacy is here called Gog. Some 
speculate as to whether he will be a 
demon or a human being... He may bea 
combination of both. A study of Ezekiel 
would suggest this latter view, for in 
Ezekiel 28, the prince of Tyrus becomes 
a type of Satan. Demons are to play 
an important part in this world after 
the Church has been removed to Heaven, 
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far greater than they play today. Demon 
activity is held in check to some degree 
while God’s Holy Spirit remains here 
on earth and until the Church of God is 
complete. The great battalions of armies 
described in Ezekiel 38 and 39 may be 
indwelt by the legions of rapacious, 
cruel demons, destitute of human kind- 
ness. Goaded on by these infernal fiends 
of the bottomless pit, the goal of the 
northern armies will be Emmanuel’s 
Land (see Rev. 9). But they will not 
find God unprepared. This same God 
whom they blaspheme and arrogantly 
defy has His hook waiting to fasten to 
their jaws, His fowls ready to feed on 
their carcasses, His prepared under- 
takers to bury their numberless dead. 
The powers of nature will be on Jeho- 
vah’s side. How helpless the armies of 
the north will be when pestilence, a 
deluge of rain, and hailstones, fire, and 
brimstone, such as fell on Sodom and 
Gomorrah, are released from God’s 
storehouses of wrath (Ezek. 38:22). 

In a moment on the mountains of Is- 
rael the men of these northern armies 
will turn every man against his brother; 
they will destroy themselves as they 
become an army of bloodthirsty Cains 
(Ezek. 38:21). It does not pay to be an 
enemy of Almighty God; it pays to be 
on God’s side. Instead of enjoying Is- 
rael’s spoil, they will bring to Palestine 
boundless additional stores of wealth. 
These will furnish the city dwellers of 
Palestine immense quantities of useful 
material for fuel and save them both 
time and labor, allowing the newborn 
nation more time for God and their 
King (Ezek. 39:9). There will be great 
burial scenes as graves in the valley are 
made, but this terrible stench of thou- 
sands of human bodies cannot defile the 
glory of Millennial days (Ezek. 39: 
11). For seven months the House of Is- 
rael will be housecleaning, burying the 
dead, searching for bones and placing 
them in graves (Ezek. 39:14) in the Val- 
ley of Hamon-gog to await the resurrec- 
tion to final judgment before the great 
white throne (Rev. 20:11-15). 

The fowls of heaven and the beasts of 
earth will accept the invitation to help 
clean up the Devil’s mess of terrible car- 
nage. This will probably be the last 
meal of human flesh and blood these 
creatures, poor victims of the Fall, will 
ever enjoy, for they will be on the 
threshold of a brighter day when, freed 
from the curse that fell upon all crea- 
tion, they will soon share in the lib- 
erties and blessings of the children of 
God (Rom, 8: 18-23). 

Never more will Russia plague the 
world with her “cold wars” or “hot 
wars.” Erased from memory’s page, 
lost in the silence of death, she will fall 
to rise no more on the battlefield where 
her ambitions were dashed to pieces. 
On the mountains of Palestine Israel 
will then reign in unprecedented glory. 
Then her Millennial Temple will rise and 
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Jehovah’s Shekinah glory will again take 
up its abode in her midst. Her vast 
choirs again will chant their beautiful 
Psalms, her sacrifices will bring fra- 
grance to the heart of God, her glorious 
Priest and King of kings will reign 
supreme, and then will be ushered in 
that .glorious Millennium when Christ 
will be Israel’s all and in all. Christ 
Jesus, her once-rejected Messiah, will 
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reign in all His kingly majesty, bring- 
ing peace on earth good will to man. 
Our Lord will be on His throne, Satan 
in his prison. 

“So let all thine enemies perish, O 
Lord: but let them that love him be as 
the sun when he goeth forth in his 
might” (Judges 5:31). 


West LAFAYETTE, IND. 


Two Exercises for Thanksgiving Sunday 


A Thanksgiving Acrostic 


BEAUTIFUL service for Thanksgiv- 

giving Sunday was developed by 
the superintendent of the Junior Depart- 
ment and presented last year as a part 
of the opening service by a dozen boys 
and girls. The theme, of course, was 
Thanksgiving, and twelve verses bearing 
on that subject had been memorized. 
One verse was assigned to each boy or 
girl. A letter from the word was car- 
ried by each, and held at the side until 
the verse was recited. Each verse be- 
gan with the letter which was carried, 
so that when all had recited and held up 
the card, the word “Thanksgiving” was 
spelled out. 


T he Lord is-good to all: and his tender 
mercies are over all his works (Psa. 
145:9). 

H e causeth the grass to grow for the 
cattle, and herb for the service of 
man; that he may bring forth food 
out of the earth (Psa. 104:14). 

A LL nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and worship before thee, 
O Lord (Psa. 86:9). 

N ot unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory. (Psa. 
115:1). 

K now ye that the Lord he is God: it 
is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are his people and the 
sheep of his pasture (Psa. 100:3). 

Serve the Lord with gladness (Psa. 
100: 2). 

G ive thanks unto him and bless his 
name (Psa. 100:4, A.S.V.). 

I will sing unto the Lord as long as I 
live: I will sing praise to my God 
while I have any being (Psa. 104:33). 

V ow, and pay unto the Lord, your God; 
let all that be round about bring 
presents unto him (Psa. 76:11). 

I nasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of ‘these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me (Matt. 
25: 40). 

N o good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly (Psa. 

~ 84:11), 





G reat is’ Jehovah, and greatly to be 
praised (Psa. 96:4, A.S.V.). 





By ELIZABETH W. SUDLOW 


At the end of the recitation all unite 
in singing the Doxology, “Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow.” 

After the singing, the boys repeated, 
“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving 
and into his courts with praise: be 
thankful unto him and bless his name” 
(Psa. 100:4). The girls replied, “For the 
Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; 
and his truth endureth to all genera- 
tions” (Psa. 100:5). 

One of the happy features of this 
service was that the children were re- 
quired to memorize the Scripture verses. 


A Thanksgiving Litany 





GROUP of third and fourth grade 
children prepared the following 
litany, which they reverently used on 
Thanksgiving Sunday. The preparation 
covered a period of several weeks as 
the subject of thanksgiving was dis- 
cussed. One by one the ideas were 
presented by the children and dis- 
cussed with the teacher, then put into 
the words used in the litany. The litany 
was read or recited responsively, a child 
in turn giving the first line and the re- 
sponse coming from the entire group: 
For our church and Sunday school 
We praise and give Thee thanks, O 


Lord. 

For our teachers who tell us about 
Jesus 

We praise and give Thee thanks, O 
Lord. 

For food and health and work and 
play 

We praise and give Thee thanks, O 
Lord. 

For the Bible and its stories of the 
disciples 

We praise and give Thee thanks, O 
Lord. 


For our mothers and fathers and all 
who love us 

We praise and give Thee thanks, O 
Lord. 

For the joy of sharing what we have 

We praise and give Thee thanks, O 
Lord. 


These children determined among 
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themselves just what they were thank- 
ful for, and the list covered just about 
the entire experience of a small child. 


MIAMI, FLA. 
we 


Job's Four Friends 


(Continued from second page) 


of the friends as follows: “Eliphaz is 
a religious dogmatist whose dogmatism 
rests upon a mysterious and remarkable 
experience. . . . Eliphaz says many true 
things (as do the others), and often rises 
into eloquence, but he remains hard and 
cruel, a dogmatist who must be heard 
because of one remarkable experience. 

. Bildad is a religious dogmatist of 
the superficial kind, whose dogmatism 
rests upon tradition (e.g., 8:8-10) and 
upon proverbial wisdom and approved 
pious phrases. These abound in all his 
discourses. His platitudes are true 
enough, but then every one knows them 
(Job 9:1, 2; 13:2), nor do they shed any 
light on such a problem as Job’s. . 
Zophar is a religious dogmatist who as- 
sumes to know all about God; what God 
will do in any given case, why He will 
do it, and all His thoughts about it. 
Of all forms of dogmatism this is most 
irreverent, and least open to reason... 
Elihu has a far juster and more spiritual 
conception of the problem than Eliphaz, 
Bildad, and Zophar because he has an 
infinitely higher conception of God... . 
Elihu’s account of God is noble and true 
... but he is still a dogmatist, and his 
eloquent discourse is marred by self- 
assertiveness (e.g., 32:8, 9; 33:3). Jeho- 
vah’s judgment of Elihu is that he dark- 
ened counsel by words (38:2); the very 
charge that Elihu had brought against 
Job (34:35; 35:16). Furthermore, the 
discourse of Jehovah is wholly free from 
the accusations of Job with which even 
Elihu’s lofty discourse abounds.” 

From Dr. W. Graham Scroggie’s Bible 
Correspondence Course (not available in 
book form) is taken the following fine 
comment on the Book of Job: 

“This Book then, is given to teach us, 
that whilst all suffering is the outcome 
of Original Sin, specific suffering is not 
necessarily the proof of specific sin: that 
all men’s attempts to get behind these 
great mysteries are fruitless and futile, 
and that he but darkens counsel by 
words without knowledge (38:2), that all 
tests and trials brought to bear upon the 
believer are ordained and regulated by 
the unerring wisdom of God, for the 
purpose of discipline, which though at 
the time ‘grievous’ will nevertheless 
yield to those who are being exercised 
by them, the peaceable fruit of right- 
eousness (Heb;.12), and that just in pro- 
portion to our realization of the great- 
ness of God, revealed in Nature, in the 
lower Creation, in Man, and last and 
most fully in Christ, will be our con- 
fidence in Him throughout every dis- 


(Continued on page 859) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 11. 


THE LORD'S REQUIREMENTS 


Micah 4; 6; printed text, 4:1-5; 6:6-8 


Golden Text.—He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good, and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, od to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God.—Mic. 6:8 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mic. 4:1 But in the last days it shall come to pass, that 
the mountain of the house of the Lorp shall be established 
in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above 
the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 

2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lorp, and to the house of 
the God ®f Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of 
Zion, and the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem. 

3 And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. 

4 But they shall sit every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth 
of the Lorp of hosts hath spoken it. 


5 For all people will walk every one in the name of his 
god, and we will walk in the name of the Lorp our God for 
ever and ever. . 


Chap. 6:6 Wherewith shall I come before the Lorp, and 
bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him 
with burnt-offerings, with calves of a year ‘old? 

7 Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands of rams, or 
with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my first- 
born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 
of my soul? 

8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what 
doth the Lorp require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 

Lessons based. on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D. D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
ICAH was a younger contempo- 
M rary of the great prophet, Isaiah. 
The seven short chapters of his 
Book do not represent the length of his 
ministry, but rather give the essence of 
his message. 

Between Micah and Isaiah there are 
many points of resemblance. This re- 
semblance is pinpointed in the close 
similarity between Micah 4:1-3 and Isa- 
iah 2:2-4. Various explanations have 
been offered: 

1. That Micah quoted Isaiah. 

2. That Isaiah quoted Micah. 

3. That both quoted an earlier oracle, 

perhaps a prophetic hymn. 

Any one of these is possible although 
2 is less likely. Finally it is a matter 
of the Holy Spirit quoting Himself. He 
could, of course, have breathed the same 
words into the minds of -the two 
prophets independently, without their 
knowing of the existence of these phrases 
elsewhere, but, on the other hand, there 
is nothing in inspiration to prohibit quo- 
tations. According to Westcott and Hort, 
there are 1,068 quotations from the Old 
Testament in the New Testament, of 
varying lengths, and only & fraction of 
these refer back to the source. 

The two passages from Micah in our 
lesson are excellent examples of the 
prophet’s teaching—one on the predic- 
tive side, and the other on the practical, 


moral issues, 


b 4 b “ 5 4 
Verse by Verse 
Mic. 4:1.—“. . . the last days .. . the 
mountain of the house of the Lord... 
in the top of the mountains , . . and 


people shall flow unto it.” The phrase 
“the last days,” as used in the Old Tes- 
tament, refers to the age of the Messiah. 
The prophet seems to contemplate a 
change in the contour of the country, to 
give Mount Moriah a commanding posi- 
tion, but the essential idea is the estab- 
lishment of the worship of God as 
supreme in all the earth. 


Verse 2.—“. .. Come, and letusgoup... 
to the house of the God of Jacob... for 
the law shall go forth of Zion... .” Zion 
will not only be the universal center 
of worship, but the center of instruction 
for the nations. The nations will ac- 
cept that teaching as their law. 


Verse 3—“And he shall judge many 
people ... and they shall. beat their 
swords into plowshares . .,. neither shall 
they learn war any more.” Jehovah is 
here seen as the supreme arbiter of the 
nations. The arbitrament of the sword 
will be no more, but the weapons of 
war will be refashioned into implements 
of agriculture and other peaceful pur- 
suits. There will be no more military 
academies, ; 

Verse 4.—“. . . every man under his 
vine and under his fig tree...” Here 
is a picture of peace, security, and con- 
tentment, and it is not based on the 
communistic principle, but on private 
ownership. Jehovah of Hosts has com- 
mitted Himself to bring this to pass. 
This was temporarily realized -in Israel 
in the days of Solomon (1 Kings 4:25), 


but with sin still abounding it-could not 
last. : 

Verse 5.—“. . . every one in the name 
of his god, and we... in the name of 
the Lord our God for ever and ever.” 
The reading of the K.J.V. is unfortunate. 
This verse is not part of the descrip- 
tion of the Messianic days, but reverts 
to the present situation, and draws a 
contrast between those who set up gods 
for themselves and those who “walk in 
the name of the Lord.” The gods of the 
people will pass away, but those who 
know the Lord will walk in His name 
for ever and ever. 


Chap. 6:6.—“Wherewith shall I come 
before the Lord . . . with burnt-offer- 
ings...” Verses 1-5 express God’s con- 
troversy with Israel. Here is Israel’s 
reply, which does not seem to be very 
reverent or submissive. . It is in ques- 
tion form, and might be summed up, 
“Well, what about it? What does God 
want us to do anyhow?” The ritual de- 
mands of the Temple worship are first 
suggested, 

Verse 7.—“. . . with thousands of rams 
. .. my firstborn . . . the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul?” Follow- 
ing the conservative requirements of the 
Levitical gode, the people suggest sacri- 
ficial. extravagances as perhaps a way of 
pleasing God. From that they proceed 
to heathen practices, human sacrifices, 
which God had actually forbidden (Lev. 
18:21). There is something peculiarly 
repulsive in this suggestion, 

Verse 8.—“. -. do justly .. . love mercy 

. walk humbly with thy God?” God’s 
answer is both simple and straightfor- 
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ward. While not forbidding or abrogat- 

ing the Temple offerings, the duty of 

man is seen to be moral rather than 

ritual. Justice, mercy, and humility are 

the requirements here enumerated, and 

these embrace our duty to man and our 
_ duty to God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The prophets of the Old Testament 
looked for an age when God's anointed 
One, the Messiah, would reign. It would 
be Israel’s golden age, indeed, but it 
would be earth’s golden age also. For 
in that day the Lord would not only be 
King on David’s throne, but He would 
be King over all the earth. 

Micah prophesies of that day. He sees 
it as the day when “the mountain of 
the house of the Lord” would be ac- 
corded its rightful place of supremacy 
among the institutions of the world, with 
no rival lifting its head. The dominance 
of the worship of Jehovah will be recog- 
nized, not only in Israel, but among the 
nations of the earth, who will forsake 
their false gods and willingly receive 
direction from the Lord, acknowledging 
His Law. 

The result of this will be blessed in- 
deed. No more will nations appeal to 
force for the settlement of disputes, but 
will submit to the arbitration of God. 
The implements of war will be refash- 
ioned into tools of peaceful endeavor, 
and the schools of military science will 
be devoted to the pursuits of peace. The 
economy of the world will be stabilized 
in peace, and men will enjoy the secur- 
ity of their own “vine and fig tree.” 

It is a wonderful vision, but these 
prophets were as keen to discern the 
conditions of their own day as they were 
full of the vision of the future. So 
Micah fully recognizes the division and 
confusion in the world because men, in- 
stead of serving the one true God, turn 
to gods of their own making and choos- 
ing. But those whe cleave to the Lord 
know that, while the gods of the nations 
shall crumble and fade away, they them- 
selves are at the fountain of eternal real- 
ity, and they will still be serving the 
Lord when al] else has fallen in ruin. 

How, then, will God’s people serve 
Him? The Mosaic code called for offer- 
ings of bulls and goats and calves, and 
these had their place as ordinances in 
the economy of the Law. To go beyond 
these was fanatical, and to go to the ex- 
treme of-human sacrifices was diabolical, 
and utterly forbidden. The service of 
God was to be in conduct, in disposition, 
and in the attitude of the heart. The 

conduct must be on the plane of right- 
eousness, the soul must incline to mercy, 
and the heart must be humble in its 
attitude to God. Inequities, cruelties, 
and pride can have no place in the wor- 
ship of God. . 


Topics for Development 
The Order Reversed. Joel issues a call 
to Gentile nations, “Prepare war, wake 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. November 4.—The Suffering Serv- 
ant. 
Isaiah 52:13 to 53:12; Matthew 1:18-21 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. November 18.—The Beatitudes. 
Matthew 4:23 to 5:20 








up the mighty men, let all the men of 
war draw near; let them come up: beat 
your plowshares into swords, and your 
pruninghooks into spears” (Joel 3:9, 
10). Isaiah and Micah both say concern- 
ing the nations—“they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks” (Isa. 2'4; Mic. 4:3). 
Why this strange contradiction? The 
reason is that they are dealing with dif- 
ferent situations. Joel is prophesying 
of that final struggle which is generally 
called Armageddon. That will be total 
war. Isaiah and Micah, in the passages 
mentioned, are looking beyond that to 
the day when, having overcome His 
enemies, the Lord will reign as King 
over all the earth and the nations, bow- 
ing to His one law, will have no further 
need of the weapons of war, but will 
turn their energies into the pursuits of 
peace. This will be the day of the Mes- 
siah, when “the law shall go forth of 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from Je- 
rusalem” (4:2). 

In the “New Bible Commentary” (Wm, 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $7.95) I came across this interest- 
ing line which I suspect comes from Scot- 
tish literature, “The key keeps the castle, 
and the bracken bush the cow.” This 
is a good description of the days when 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO were the kings of Judah while 
Micah was prophesying? 

2. Who were the kings of Israel in the 
same period? 

3. Where else do we find the sub- 
stance, and to a large extent the very 
words, of Micah 4:1-3? 

4. How were Micah and Isaiah related 
with respect to time? 

5. What is the significance of the 
phrase, “the last days,” as used in the 
Old Testament? 

6. What will induce the strong nations 
to* disarm? 

7. Where do we read the reverse of 
Micah 4:3? 

8. What economic system is not con- 
templated in the paradisal state de- 
scribed in Micah 4:4? 

9. What progression of religious ob- 
servance enters into Israel’s inquiry re- 
garding God’s demands upon them? 

10. What are the three basic virtues 
which test the reality of one’s religious 
profession? 


(Answers on page 857) 
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guards will no more be needed, for there 
will be neither raiders on castles nor 
thieves of cattle. 


God’s Requirement. On one occasion I 
was holding evangelistic meetings in 
a prosperous Canadian town where there 
was a high schoo] teacher who attended 
some of the services, more by way of 
example than through any sense of per- 
sonal need. He quickly concluded that 
the Gospel being preached was for sin- 
ners, not for him, for was he not a pat- 
tern of rectitude and morality and pro- 
priety to all the town? One evening, 
however, he was reading his Bible, as 
he did regularly as a matter of duty, and 
came across Micah 6:8, “What doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, y 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God?” He stopped, pierced to 
the heart. He said to himself, “So far 
as I know I deal justly, and I certainly 
love mercy, but God knows I have not 
walked humbly with Him, for there is 
no man more proud of himself.” Right 
there he realized himself a sinner, and 
without waiting for the next meeting he 
embraced the Gospel which he had de- 
cided was only for sinners. The next day 
he told me of his experience, and we 
rejoiced together that this statement and 
requirement of God had driven him to 
the arms of the Saviour. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The prospect for the future (Mic. 
4: 1-4) 

2. The divisions of the present (4:5) 

3. The requirements for all time (6:6-8) 


Practical Applications 

Which mountain stands higher in your 
life—the mountain of the Lord’s house 
or the mountain of your own house? 

When the law of the Lord is the law 
of the land, then we can expect the 
‘plessings of Heaven in our national life. 

It is not so much an international 
tribunal that we need.as submission to 
God as arbiter and judge. Only then 
can the disputes of the nations be settled 
in peace. 

So long as there are many gods among 
men, there will be no peace and security. 

The outward forms of religion are 
valid only as they represent a heart sub- 
mission to the will of God. 

Ordinances have their place, but they 
do not take the place of right conduct. 


Golden Text 

Mic. 6:8.—*‘. . . do justly ... love 
mercy ... walk humbly with thy God?” 
Here is a triad of virtues by which we 
may test the reality of our profession. 
Without justice, mercy, and humility, 
the loudest profession is only mockery. 

ELmMuurst, ILL. 

we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God's blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEstep Hymns 
“When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Heavenly Father, we thank 
Thee that Thy Word both shows us what 
Thou wouldst have us be and Thy will- 
ingness to make us what we should be. 
May we this day see clearly the marks 
of the good life Thou dost require and 
may we trust Thee to make us upright, 
merciful, and godly through our Sav- 
iour’s work for and in us. We pray for 
the spread of Thy Word to all people 
and for the bringing of the hearts of 


men to trust and obey Thy Son. May. 


Christian counseis prevail among men 
and nations for the righting of wrongs 
and the securing of peace. Encourage 
the downhearted, recover those who are 
ill in body, mind, or soul, and bless the 
work of those who serve the afflicted, 
Bless our homes and dear ones as our 
needs are known to Thee. Draw unsaved 
relatives and friends of ours to the Sav- 
iour and make us lovingly concerned and 





Book Of The Marth Millennium! 
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wise to point the lost to Christ. Forgive 
us our many sins and failures and estab- 
lish us in Thy way and will, we ask all 
in Christ’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We have a gréat 
Golden Text today. In a nutshell it puts 
for us what makes the good life. “He 
[God] hath shewed thee, O man, what 
is good.” Then the verse sums up the 
good life as one in which a person (1) 
does justly, (2) loves mercy, (3) walks 
humbly with God. Now, to do justly 
means to do the right, and to love mercy 
means to be kind. On its manward side, 





“Walk Humbly With Thy God” 
ACK LOVE FO GOD 


MEN 
the good life God requires takes in be- 
ing “fair and square” and goes on to 
include being kind and generous. Then, 
last but not least, the good life takes in 
walking humbly with God. There is a 
Godward as well as a manward side to 
it. Some people think that as long as 
they deal fairly in business and help 
charitable causes that it matters little 
if they pay no attention to God, to His 















“Neither shell they learn WAR any more.” 


(MICAH 4:3) 











































wee 


October 27, 1956 


Son, His Church, His worship, and His 
service. But Jesus Christ taught that 
loving God is the first of all the Com- 
mandments and loving our neighbor 
comes next. Unless we love God we are 
not likely to love our neighbor as we 
ought. To treat God as though He doesn’t 
matter makes it easy to treat people as 
though they do not matter. The cruelty 
of Communism shows that. 

A girl I know heard in Sunday school 
one day about Enoch, the man who 
walked with God. It made her think of 
her own godly grandfather, and talking 
about the lesson to her mother after- 
ward, she said, “Grandpa walks with 
God, doesn’t he?” She was right, for 
I know her Grandpa well. I know that 
because he walks with God he is also a 
man who does justly and loves mercy; 
an upright man, a kind man, a godly 
man. And you can be that sort of per- 
son if you will do what that girl’s 
grandpa did many years ago: take Christ 
as your Saviour and your Lord, get right 
with God through Him, and live right 
before God with Christ’s guidance and 
help. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“But in the last days .. . the house of 
the Lord shall be established” (Mic. 
4:1).—The last nine chapters of Ezekiel 
contain a detailed description of a tem- 
ple—or house of the Lord. No such tem- 
ple has, as yet, been built in Jerusalem; 
but Micah here assures us it will be 
built. There is no reason for not tak- 
ing the passage literally. 

E. Schuyler English relates the inci- 
dent about a man on Long Island who 
had a real longing to own a fine ba- 
rometer. He finally purchased one. 
Opening the parcel in his home, he was 
extremely disappointed to. find that the 
indicating needle appeared to be stuck, 


-pointing to the sector marked “Hurri- 


cane.” After shaking the barometer 
very vigorously several times, its new 
owner sat down and wrote a scorching 
letter to the store from which he had 
purchased the instrument; and on the 
following morning, on his way to his 
office in New York City, he mailed the 
letter. 

That: evening he returned to Long 
Island, to find not only the barometer 
missing, but his house also! The ba- 
rome needle had been right—there 
was a hurricane! Yet how many Chris- 
tians there are who seem to regard the 
clear fingers of prophecy in the Word 
of God with like indifference! 


“And many nations shall... go up 
to the... house...” (Mic. 4:2).—The 
temple King Solomon built was “a house 
of prayer for all nations.” Even the one 
King Herod built was so called (Matt. 
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21:12, 13). The future temple will be 

no exception in that regard. 

In that glorious day when Jerusalem 
will be the religious center of the earth, 
“ten men shall take hold out of all 
languages of the nations, even shall take 
hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, 
saying, We will go with you: for we 
have heard that God is with you” (Zech. 
8:23). 

I cannot read or quote this verse about 
the ten men, without recalling what I 
once read about a certain Jew. 

A Christian found this Jew pacing up 
and down outside a synagogue in a most 
agitated state of mind. Knowing him 
and inquiring the reason, the following 
explanation was given: he was looking 
for his son who was late, it now being 
long past the time for the service to 
commence. 

Asking him why they could not begin 
without his son, his answer was inter- 
esting: “We cannot start until we num- 
ber ten men to form a congregation, if 
we have not ten men we just have to 
go home as we cannot do a thing with- 
out that number!” 

A Jewish tradition was the cause of 
that dear man’s agitation; but we rev- 
erently say that in the grand day of 
Israel’s national regeneration, a Jew in 
front of the temple will never have oc- 
casion to be agitated over the absence 
of the tenth man. There will always 
be more than enough men on hand to 
begin the service of praise. 

“ .. neither shall they learn war any 
more” (Mic. 4:3).—Millions upon mil- 
lions of human beings throughout the 
world are being taught the horrible art 
of war. The world’s greatest scientists 
and militarists are doing the teaching! 

We hope that the A-bomb and the 
H-bomb may be outlawed by interna- 
tional law, as was germ warfare during 
the last war; but until the coming of the 
Prince of Peace “there shal] be wars.” 
Only He can cause wars to cease unto the 
end of the earth (Psa. 46:9). 

“>. every man under his vine and 
under his fig tree .. .” (Mic. 4:4).— 
“Peace, safety, and prosperity are what 
the nations crave today—and some boast 
that they are going to bring them about. 
There will be a semblance of success; 
but these desirable things in their full- 
ness shall not be realized until the 
nations say—as they will during the mil- 
lennial reign of the King of kings—‘‘He 
will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths.” 

“_. . what doth the Lord require of 
thee ... ?” (Mic. 6:8.)\—He was not 
asking burnt offerings, whether of calves 
or rams. He was not asking for rivers of 
oil. He was not asking for the fruit of 
one’s body; but simply “to do justly, and 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God.” This latter expression makes 
it clear that He was addressing those 
who were in covenant relationship with 
God. As Dr. G. Campbell Morgan says: 
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“There is no gospel] in this text. This 
is the law...” With the New Testament 
before us, we know that Christ, “of God 
is made unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and safctification, and redemption” 
(1 Cor. 1:30). It is only in Him and in 
the energy of the Holy -Spirit that we 
can do and be what God requires of us. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
vw 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us see if you can answer the first 

three questions on our “Salvation” 
card, without looking at the answers. 
Good. Before we wy the fourth one, 
Ann will tell the ry of “Lost Bertie.” 
Now let us study John 14:6 silently for 
three minutes. Who can say it? Fine. 
Who will tell “Jimmy Came First” next 
Sunday? Thank you, Vivian. 

Our lesson last Sunday was from the 
Prophet Isaiah. While Isaiah was prophe- 
sying in Jerusalem, another prophet 
was growing up in the village of Mor- 
esheth-gath, about twenty miles south- 
west of Jerusalem. Isaiah seems to have 
been one of the princes of Judah, and 
Micah to have been a peasant lad, but 
there is much in Micah’s short Book 
that reminds us of Isaiah. That is be- 
cause the sarge God inspired both proph- 
ecies. Compare Isaiah 1:1 and Micah 
1:1 and you will see that both these men 
prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah. But Isaiah began 
earlier, during the reign of Uzziah. 

The Book of Micah warns of God’s 
judgment which was going to fall on 
Samaria, the capital of the northern 
kingdom, and on Jerusalem, the capital 
of the southern kingdom, because of 
their sins. His Book contains scathing 
denunciations of the rich who wronged 
the poor, of princes who used their 
power to do evil, and of prophets who 
prophesied falsely for money. Micah 
made several definite prophecies, which 
have already been fulfilled. What does 
Micah 1:6 predict? (That Samaria was 
to be destroyed.) Right. Micah lived 
to see that prophecy fulfilled. What does 
Micah 3:12 prophesy? (That Jerusalem 
was to be destroyed.) Yes, but this judg- 
ment was postponed for a hundred years, 
and from Jeremiah 26:18, 19 we learn 
that Micah’s prophecy had something to 
do with this postponement. Let us read 
that passage. So Micah’s preaching was 
one of the things that produced a meas- 
ure of repentance in Judah when Heze- 
kiah was king. Do you remember the 
wonderful deliverance God gave at that 
time? The armies of Sennacherib, king 
of Assyria, had conquered one nation 
after another, and then came to destroy 
Judah and Jerusalem. Humanly speak- 
ing, there was no hope for Judah, for 
most of the nations that had fallen be- 
fore the Assyrian, armies had been 
greater and stronger than they. But the 
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angel of the Lord smote the Assyrians 
so that their army was decimated in a 
single night. The Assyrians were never 
able to subdue Judah, because it was 
defended by the Lord. 

What does Micah 4:10 prophesy? 
(That Judah was to be taken to Baby- 
lon.) Right. Only God could have re- 
vealed that to Micah, because in his day 
Assyria was the great world power; and 
it seemed unlikely that Babylon would 
ever have the desire or the power to 
carry Judah captive. But they did. 

What does Micah 5:2 prophesy? (That 
Christ "would be born in Bethlehem.) We 
know that this was blessedly fulfilled, 

The prophecy we are going to read 
next is not yet fulfilled. While the girls 
on this side of the table read Micah 4: 
1-5, you girls on that side can watch 
Isaiah 2:1-5. When we are through 
reading the passage in Micah, perhaps 
you .can tell what Micah predicts that 
Isaiah did not mention. (Micah tells 
about everyone sitting under his own 
vine and fig tree. Right. Both of these 
prophets tell of the righteousness and 
world peace that will prevail when 
Christ reigns, but Micah adds this part 
about individual prosperity and freedom 
from fear. 

How much comfort we can get from 
this picture of world peace, which is go- 
ing to come when the Prince of Peace 
reigns! When we hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, we should read Micah 
2 and Isaiah 2 for our encouragement. 
This prophecy is just as certain as the 
others we have read, which have al- 
ready been fulfilled. But it cannot be 
fulfilled until Christ reigns. 

Read Micah 6:3-8. Micah has prophe- 
sied concerning the future glory of Is- 
rael, and now he reminds them of God’s 
past deliverances. In spite of all these, , 
the people’s conduct was still bad. Here 
in verse 8 he tells what the Lord 
requires of them. How simple and yet 
how beautiful! “To do jystly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God.” 

God has given those of us who are 
saved greater deliverance than He gave 
the nation of Judah. The future of the 
Church is even more glorious than that 
of Israel, ‘Knowing this, we should make 
a careul study of verse 8, that we may 
do these “good” things. Doing justly 
and loving mercy should characterize 
our dealings with others. And walking 
humbly with God is the blessed secret 
of the happy Christian life. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





The book we are using this quarter, “Saved 


on Monday” (50c), and the Scripture Cate- 
chism Card, “Salvation” (20c a doz.), may be 
ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, 
Wash, 
v4 
We may not strive with our Maker by 
passionate complaints, but we may 


» wrestle with Him by faithful and fervent 


prayer.—Matthew Henry. 























854 (10) 





Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Micah was one of the 

minor prophets, but he majored in 
courage. He was moved by the Spirit 
of God to rebuke Israel as a nation and 
to tell a rebellious people, including 
their kings and princes, that national 
disaster was descending upon them as 
a punishment for their evil-doing. To 
say that this was unpopular would be 
an understatement. Prophets before 
Micah had lost their lives because of 
such plain speaking. Elijah was chased 
into the wilderness by Queen Jezebel. 
Another prophet, Urijah, had prophesied 
against Jerusalem and then escaped into 
Egypt; but King Jehoiakim sent his 
“FBI.” down after him, “and they 
fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and 
brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; 
who slew him with the sword, and cast 
his dead body into the graves of the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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common people” (Jer. 26:23). Jere- 
miah, because of his faithful warnings to 
Jerusalem in the time of King Zedekiah, 
was cast into a dungeon filled with mire, 
and without food or drink, ‘for days. 

Years later, Jesus stood over the city 
and exclaimed, “O Jerusalem, Jerusa- 
lem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gather- 
eth her chickens under her wings, and 
ye would not!” (Matt. 23:27.) 

Truly a prophet took his life in his 
hands when he was brave enough to de- 
nounce sin in high places. 

We do not know what became of 
Micah; the record does not say; but he 
has given you and fme, fellows, a fine 
example of witnessing for God when 
witnessing was hazardous. The bottle- 
neck in the progress of Christianity to- 
day is caused by a spaghetti backbone 
in Christians. Sg many can talk freely, 
and at any time, about business, politics, 
sports, and what to eat; but compara- 
tively few venture to say anything about 
the curse of sin and God’s wonderful 
plan to save sinners. 

Maybe you fellows think this is none 
of your business, but it is your business 
if you are a Christian: which means that 
you have pledged to do God’s will in 
your life; and eertainly it is His will 
—it is His command that fou give your 
testimony to His saving and keeping 
power. There are, doubtless, fellows in 
your grade or on your team who have 
never made a profession of faith in 
Christ. They are lost souls and you 
know very well what is necessary to 
Save them. You would not hesitate to 
jump into the water to rescue them from 
drowning; but they may be in a death 
struggle with eternal destiny, while you, 
with the remedy, are just standing by, 
looking on. Five young fellows gave 
their lives a few months ago in an effort 
to witness to the Auca Indians in Ecua- 
dor. They are in Glory today; and I 
have heard that as a result of their sac- 
rifice over a thousand young people have 
volunteered to take their place on the 
mission field. 

If these martyrs and Micah’s fine cour- 
age have served for a challenge to you 
fellows to “get in there and pitch,” our 
lesson time today may not have been 
in vain. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


ve 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
God’s Way to Peace (Mic. 6:6-8; 4:3-5) 


OES cheating go on in your school? 
in your games? when you swap 
things? Now, no tales with anybody’s 
name in them! If you must tell a story, 
say, “One day X Y Z did this to A B C,” 
and so on. Then suppose X Y Z came to 
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church and Sunday school the next Sun- 
day and put in the offering a whole 
dollar he had earned. Would that fix 
things up right with the Lord? 

A famous part of the Bible gives the 
answer to this. It is in a little Book 
which is hard to find—Micah. If you 
open to the middle of your Bible, you 
will probably open to Psalms. Now take 
the back half of the Bible and open in 
the middle of that. You may be near 
Micah. It is among the short Books be- 
fore Matthew. We can add Micah 6 to 
our list of famous passages, 

There were people in Micah’s time 
who cheated to get rich. Their peck 
measures did not give a peck, Their 
scales did not give a full pound in 
weight. They lied about prices and qual- 
ity. One day the Prophet Micah came 
among them with a message from God. 
“My people, what have I done that you 
are tired of Me? Tell Me! Remember 
all the good things I did for you when 
I brought you from being slaves in Egypt 
to this land of your own.” Listen to 
their answer: “What would I have to 
bring to please the Lord, offerings, year- 
old calves for sacrifice? Could you 
please Him with thousands of rams or 
thousands upon thousands of whole 
rivers of oil? Shall I bring my oldest 
boy as a sacrifice to pay for my sin?” 
Listen to the Lord’s answer: “You al- 
ready know what is right. All the Lord 
asks of you is to be fair, to be kind, to 
be obedient and reverent with your 
God.” 

Now you may read the Bible words 
of Micah 6:8 (Memory Verse). Here 
they are again. Show a poster with the 
verse interpreted and illustrated by pic- 
tures: “He hath shewed thee, O man, 
what is good [pictures of an open Bible 
with a boy or girl facing it]; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly [be fair], [picture of a game or 
paying for something] and to love mercy 
[be kind], [picture of a kind act to an- 
other child or an animal] and to walk 
humbly [be obedient and reverent] with 
thy God? [picture of a child in church 
or kneeling in prayer].” 

We talked about X Y Z and what he 
did. Now what about Y O U? Let the 
Holy Spirit remind you of some things 
about treating others at home or school 
or play, about your reverence and feel- 
ing of God’s presence during Bible read- 
ing and prayer at church and school and 
home, — 

It may be that a poster similar to the 
one suggested above may be: made by 
the children of each schoolroom and 
placed with the teacher’s permission in 
that schoolroom. However, the Sunday 
school teacher would do well to be con- 
versant with the attitude of school offi- 
cials toward the Bible before making 
such a suggestion. Otherwise, suggest 
such a poster for each home. A review 
of the Ten Commandments may be in- 
troduced by placing each in one or the 
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other of’ the three ideas of the Memory 
Verse. 

Micah has some other famous places. 
When the Lord comes back to earth, He 
will outlaw the atom bomb, and nobody 
will be afraid any more—Micah 4:3, 4. 
Micah 5:2 tells—seven hundred years be- 
forehand—where the Lord Jesus would 
be born. What prophet told how He 
would suffer for others? (Isa., chap. 53.) 

Next week we shall see if everyone 
can find every one of our six famous 
Old Testament passages. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


IN is an awful thing. It is an awful 

thing now. It was an awful ‘thing 
in the long, long, long ago. God hates 
sin. He has always hated sin. If you 
could have lived even before the Lord 
Jesus lived you might have been bet- 
ter able to understand how dreadful sin 
was in God’s sight. 

Had you lived then, you would have 
seen your father worship God in an 
entirely different way from the way we 
worship Him, today. The long-ago 
fathers, when they went to God’s house 
to worship Him, took an animal or a 
bird with them. (It was the very poor 
families that took birds. The richest 
families took big animals.) When they 
got to God’s house they put their hands 
upon the beads of the animals as if to 
say, “My sins are to cause this animal’s 
death.” Then the man in charge of 
God’s house killed the animals right be- 
fore the very eyes of those who had 
brought them! 

he animals, you see, were substitutes 
for those who had offered them. When- 
ever anyone sinned in those long-ago 
days there was no way that the sin could 
be forgiven except by the shedding of 
the blood of an animal—and it had to be 
the very best animal that the man 
owned! Surely if we were required to 
do the same as those people did, every 
time we sinned we would remember 
how much God hates sin. Sin is an 
awful thing. 

It is very important, however, to re- 
member that our sins—lying, stealing, 
cheating, disobeying, hating, every sin 
you can name—caused the death of one 
far more precious than all the ahimals in 
all the world. You know, of course, that 
that one is the precious Lord Jesus, the 
dear Lamb of God. . 

There was a time, before the Lord 
Jesus was born, that God’s people had 
sinned very seriously (Mic. 6:1-8). God 
reminded them that He had never been 
unfair or unjust. He could not be, for 
He is a God of mercy, tenderness, and 
forgiveness. So He pleaded with His 
people. Finally, when they realized 
that they had done wrong, they asked 
the Lord what they should do. Because 
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they had been very sinful they asked 
if their sins could be forgiven and if the 
Lord would be pleased if they would 
bring thousands of animals to be killed 
as their substitutes. They wanted to 
know also if they should bring thousands 
of rivers of oil (it was the custom to use 
only a very little oil in their worship 
of God). Or, they wanted to know, 
should they offer their oldest child as a 
sacrifice for their sins. 

No, God did not want such extreme 
sacrifices. What He wanted first was 
obedience. And God told His people 
through Micah the prophet that He re- 
quired them to stop their sinning and to 
do right, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with their God (v. 8). God 
wanted His people then (and He wants 
us now!) to be right with Him, right 
with others, and right with ourselves. 
Knowing ourselves as we know our- 
selves, we realize that we cannot do right 
unless someone helps us. That some- 
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By Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor 


What was the secret of Hudson Taylor’s 
abounding faith? How did he learn to rest in 
the faithfulness of God? Where did he get such 
full assurance that the Mission he founded 
would have all its needs met in answer to 
prayer alone? How could he keep serene in the 
midst of turmoil in China? The open secret 
of the source of his power is revealed in this 
book, written by his son and daughter-in-law, 
from first-hand observation. 
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Ellicott’s Commentary on the 
Whole Bible 


A verse by verse explanation 
Edited by CHARLES JOHN ELLICOTT 
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one is the Lord Jesus. He does this, you 
know, when we receive Him as our very 
own Saviour from sin. 

Not only must we do right, but we 
must also love kindness. It is not al- 
ways easy to be kind. Sometimes play- 
mates are unfair during games. Occa- 
sionally boys like to pick fights with 
each other or with the girls. Girls often 
scratch others or pull their hair. For 
the Christian these things are very, very 
wrong and God requires us to be kind 
and to love being kind! 

The other thing that God required of 
His people in the long ago (and He still 
requires of us today!) is this: to walk 
humbly with Him. It is good to do the 
right. Loving kindness is better, Walk- 
ing humbly with God is best! We cannot 
be proud because we are Christians. We 
dare not be proud because we do right 
or love kindness, Walking humbly with 
God, living to please Him, is far better 
than many, many sacrifices, 


LANCASTER, PA, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
825 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A lst of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Greatest Need.—He hath shewed 

thee, O man, what is good (Mic. 6:8, 
Golden Text). In ancient China the peo- 
ple desired security from the barbaric 
hordes to the north, so they built the 
great Chinese wall. It was so high they 
knew no one could climb over it, and so 
thick that nothing could break it down. 
They settled back to enjoy their security. 
During the first hundred years of the 
wall’s existence, China was invaded 
three times. Not once did the barbaric 
hordes break down the wall or climb 
over the top. Each time they bribed 
a gatekeeper and then marched right 
through the gates. The Chinese were 
so busy relying upon the walls of stone 
that they forgot to teach integrity to 
their children. People today, still very 
much want security. Some advocate the 
building of strong fortifications and the 
development of superweapons. Others 
seek treaties of friendship between the 
nations, and world charters to keep the 
peace. These may help, but what is most 
needed is men of good will whose faith 
and hope are in God.—From the Ex- 
positor. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 

The Christian Walk.— .. . and he will 
téach us of his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths ..%. (Mic. 4:2). Did you 
ever stop to think how much of our life 
consists in walking? From the first 


teddling steps to our last feeble shuffle 
life might be pictured as one continuous 
walk. Our thoughts and actions are de- 
termined by the paths we walk. The 
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secret of life for every Christian is to 
learn God’s will—His path. There is no 
short cut to this treasured knowledge 
—it comes only through the discipline 
of walking. But how does a Christian 
walk? He walks in Jesus Christ who 
said, “I am the way...” Christ is our 
highway and we walk in Him (the in- 
carnate Word) as we meditate on God’s 
(written) Word and commune with Him 
through constant prayer. Though our 
first steps may falter, if we are faithful 
and obedient in our devotional life, our 
steps are steadied, and we are able to 
see the path ahead—God’s will. This is 
our Christian hope—that “we will walk 
in his paths.” In His will is our peace. 
—From the Garden of Prayer. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Why He Was Content.—But they shall 
sit every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree; and none shall make them 
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of 
hosts hath spoken it (Mic. 4:4). In a 
large city park a Christian man stopped 
to listen to a man calling on the work- 
ing people to “arise and demand more” 
from their employers. He said, “What 
working man listening to me can hon- 
estly say he is content with his lot in 
life?” “I can, sir,” said the Christian. 
“Indeed!” was the.reply. “Tell me, how 
can you say that?” “Because it’s true,” 
said the Christian. “Bet you don’t own 
your own home,” said the speaker. “Not 
yet,” was the reply. “But I have it in 
writing, signed, and sealed by my Mas- 
ter that I will have a lovely place of my 
own.” The speaker was amazed, and he 
said, “This is all very interesting, my 
friend, and I must say, new, to me. May 
I ask your Master’s name?” “I'll be glad 
to tell you,” answered the Christian. 
“His name is the Lord of hosts.”—Source 
unknown. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Conscience Money.—For all people will 
walk every one in the name of his God, 
and we will walk in the name of the Lord 
our God for ever and ever (Mic. 4:5). 
The internal revenue collector of Minne- 
apolis received $765 from George M. Wil- 
son, director of Minneapolis Youth for 
Christ and secretary-treasurer of the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
in 1952. “This,” he explained, “has 
come to our office from the people whose 
consciences would not let them keep 
money that they had wrongly held back 
from the Government.” Three letters 
were received. One had five $100 bills 
in it. It came from Florida. Another, 
from Pennsylvania, contained $120 in 
cash. A third had $145 in it with this 
unsigned note: “Last fall I gave my 
heart to Christ. He has forgiven my 
sins and I want to make this right, 
Billy. I do not want this money in my 
possession any longer.” Each letter 
asked Graham to forward the money to 
the Collector of Internal Revenue.— 
From Good News Broadcaster. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif, 
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Think of His Glory.—And. we will 
walk in the name of the Lord our God 
for ever and ever (Mic. 4:5). When 
the fugitive “Bonnie Prince Charlie” was 
leaving Scotland after the fatal and fate- 
ful Jacobite rebellion, it was a mournful 
company that waved him a fond adieu. 
These warm, leal Scots loved their 
prince, and many a bard has sung the 
lingering notes of longing desire in the 
Scottish heart for the absent, throne- 
less monarch. 

Will ye no’ come back again? 
Will ye no’ come back again? 
Mony a hert wad brak in twa, 
Should ye no’ come back again! 
iP their desire for Charlie’s return they 
thought of his own glory, Scotland’s 
independence, and their own happiness. 
So we, in desiring the coming of the 
King, think of His glory, the world’s 
delivefance and our own joy.—From a 
sermon by Dr. J. C. Macaulay, in Moody 
Church News. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 


Our Right To Enter.—Wherewith shall 
I come before the Lord... ? (Mic. 6:6.) 
The conductor came along on a train I 
was riding and called out, “Have your 
tickets ready.” I held up my ticket, 
which he examined, punched, and put 
in his pocket. As he turned from me to 
another passenger, I pulled his coat- 
tail. He turned to see what the trouble 
might be. “What’s the matter?” he asked. 
“I am mad at you,” I replied. He uttered 
a sort of grunt and went:on his way. 
But the incident troubled him a bit, so 
he returned after a while, sat down be- 
side me, and said, “Why are you mad 
at me?” “Because you ignored mé,” I 
answered. “You just looked at the ticket, 
punched it, and paid no attention to me.” 
He remonstrated with me and said he 
had no time to stop to éxamine each 
passenger. Then I told him I was going 
to Heaven the same way. My ticket was 
the Saviour. He was pierced with the 
nails. God looks to see that He is all 
right—and that He is mine—then gives 
me the right to enter Heaven. The con- 
ductor became very interested at once, 
for he had been in some soul trouble 
for several months. He accepted Christ 
as we visited together.—From Dr. Wal- 
ter L. Wilson, in Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Deeper Remedy Needed.—Shall I give 
my firstborn for my transgression, the 
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
(Mic. 6:7.) Superior Judge William F. 
James of San Jose, Calif., received a 
thirty-two-page letter from a check 
forger, in which he detailed his “life’s 
troubles.” The forger had a police rec- 
ord dating back to 943. He pleaded 
guilty to forging and cashing a $1,200 
check, and several for $200 each. The 
judge was shocked when he reached that 
part of the letter where he said: “I 
know that you won’t believe a thief life 
me, but to show that I’m sincere, I am 
going to cut off my writing finger. When 
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you receive this, the finger will be off.” 
Judge James checked with jail authori- 
ties, and learned that this man had 
walked into the jail kitchen, asked for 
a meat cleaver, and calmly chopped off 
his right index finger at the first joint. 
He was treated at the county hospital 
and. then returned to jail. While forg- 
ing those checks, the man’s index finger 
was simply obeying the dictates of his 
mind or. nature. The mutilation may 
make it difficult, if not impossible, for 
the thief to forge checks in the future; 
but something far deeper in the way of 
a remedy was needed.—From Tom M. 
Olson, in Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. Prize illustration. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 851) 
1, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (Mic. 
332... * 

2. Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hoshea. 

3. Isaiah 2:2-4, 

4. They were contemporaries, 
Isaiah 1:1. 

5. The phrase looks forward to the 
Messianic age. 

6. The rebuke of the Lord (Mic. 4:3). 

7. Joel 3:9, 10. 

8. Communism. 

9. Levitical, fanatical, diabolical. 

10. Justice, mercy, and humility. 

ELMHurRSsT, ILL, 
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Children at Home 
The Four Coins 


Based on a true incident 
By Lois H. Hoadley 


HE native town of Tombu in South 

Africa certainly had taken to the 
ways of the white man! Araba sat in 
the doorway of his house with its 
thatched roof and watched the other 
boys toss a baseball back and forth. 
They were wearing T shirts given to 
them by the missionary, and Araba him- 
self was proud of his white shirt and 
American socks. 

The missionary doctor lived in a house 
with a thatched roof, too. He had a 
regular bed instead of the grass mats 
of the natives and he had a big metal 
trunk where he kept his clothes. Araba 
liked the missionary doctor. He was 
teaching them to read and write and to 
sing songs about Jesus. Araba knew the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He was living in 
his heart. He loved Him, and the one 
desire of his life was some day to tell 
others how to be saved. 

Almost everybody in the small village 
of Tombu had heard of Jesus. Many 
had believed, but some; like Araba’s 
father, had refused to listen to the mis- 
Sionary. It made Araba’s heart sad that 
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his father was not a Christian, and so 
he prayed for him every night. 

Araba stood up and brushed the yellow 
dust from his shorts. It was almost time 
for school to start and he didn’t want 
to miss a single minute of it. He sat 
with twenty other boys in the shade of 
a baobab tree and watched and listened 
eagerly as the missionary opened God’s 
Book and read a few verses. 

If only I could have a Bible for myself, 
to keep and take home with.me, he 
thought. I would learn to read better 
and I could teach my father to read. 

When the lesson was over, he stayed 
to talk to the missionary. “How could 
I buy a Bible to take home?” he pleaded, 
“Doe# it cost very much? I will work 
hard to buy a Bible.” 

“I do not have any more Bibles left,” 
explained the missionary. “This week 
some time the boat is coming up the 
river and friends back home are send- 
ing me a carton of Bibles. If you will 
wait a little while, you may have a 
Bible for twenty-four coins.” 

“Thank you,” Araba smiled broadly. 
“IT have just twenty-four coins at home. 
My father sold my calf and I saved part 
of the money. I will wait until the boat 
comes.” 

One week went by, and another week, 
but the boat did not arrive. The third 
week Araba again asked the mission- 
ary if he could buy a Bible. “The only 
person who has Bibles to sell is another 
missionary fifty-two miles away,” said 
Araba’s friend. “I am sure he has Bibles, 
but I will not see him for six more 
months.” 

“I will walk there,” decided Araba. 
“I will take my twenty-four coins and 
find the other missionary.” 

He tied the twenty-four coins in a 
piece of cloth and fastened them inside 
his pocket. Without telling his father, 
he started walking to the village fifty- 
two miles away. He knew the way, for 
he had been there before with his father. 
But in some places the trail led through 
dense jungle, under heavy bushes and 
tangled vines. At night he slept in the 
fork of a low tree and in the daytime 
he traveled, stopping to eat bread which 
he had brought from home, and drinking 
from the streams. 

He was tired and hot when he came 
within sight of the village. He passed 
a native barber sitting on a woven mat 
in front of a hut. The barber was trim- 
ming a man’s hair with a rusty razor. 
Araba stopped and asked him where he 
could find the white missionary. The 
barber pointed to a brown cabin not far 
away, and Araba was soon talking to 
the missionary and unwrapping the cloth 
in which he had knotted the coins. 

But’ when he laid the coins in the 
missionary’s hand, he found he had lost 
four of them! “That is all right,” the 


missionary said kindly, “when you have 
saved four more coins, you may send 
them to me.” 





(13) 


857 


Araba’s heart was singing as he started 
for home, the Bible in his arms. His 
father met him with an angry face and 
beat him for running away, but Araba 
went to bed happy. He had a Bible, 
even though he still owed four coins. 

The next day the missionary came to 
Araba’s house and asked him if he would 
stand and give his testimony before the 
Bible class. Araba’s heart leaped! That 
was what he had always wanted to do 
—tell others how Jesus had saved him. 
But no, he could not stand before the 
others when he still owed four coins. 

Months passed and Araba had earned ° 
four more coins. How glad he was to 
know his Bible would soon be paid for. 
He was ready to ask permission to visit 
the village again, when his father noticed 
the four coins in a jar by the bed. 

“You ‘will buy a white shirt with the 
money,” he told Araba. “If you want 
to keep on attending school you must 
have. another white shirt.” 

In vain did Araba explain about owing 
the money. In the morning his father 
took the four coins himself and bought 
Araba a white shirt from the trading 
store in the next town. Araba was very 
sad, but he still had the Bible, and his 
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Christmas remembrance for some friend 
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BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. 


A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
a classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life. Long out of print, but now re- 
published for this generation. 

The Rev. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said 
of it, “By far the best book available on the 
subject of holiness.” 

The late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 
the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 
garded as the textbook of the Keswick Con- 
vention,” 

One hundred twenty-eight pages, bound 
in blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. 


A very excellent study of the Book of Reve- 
lation. It is now in book form as the 
result of urgent requests from many readers 
who had seen it in serial form in the Times. 

Mr. Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations 
of. the many symbols in Revelation, substan- 
tiating his conclusions by Scriptural proof. 

Here is the divine forecast of coming events 
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be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound fully 
in red cloth, $2 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 
Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 


brings. together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1 each. 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 


A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor. It contains the entire message of “The 
Life That Wins,”” which he wrote and which 
has had a world-wide ministry. Cloth bound, 
72 pages. 50 cents. 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each, 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday. school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
972.pages, 40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 


Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The central theme of this booklet is that 
every part of the Bible is God's Word, 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 





-PAMPHLETS 


Delivered From Christian Science. By 
May Humphrey Pease. 


The true story of the conversion of a friend 
of the author’s from the errors of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her in 
winning others to Christ. 10 cents each; 50 
cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
$6 per hundred. 


The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 


Over 900,000 have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages, 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 


A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 


This Earthly House. 


Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe ,Harris and added a 
chorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting. 
in the front or back of your church or Sun- 
day school hymnals. 5 cents each; 35 cents a 
dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 

Perils of the Victorious Life. 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 

The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 
page pamphlet. 10 cents each; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 
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Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 


Christians despairing to witness for Christ 
against Christian Science will find help in 
this able comparison of the false with the 
true, 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
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Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. By G. Douglas Young, 
Ph.D., and J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., 


LL.D., Ph.D. 


Many are disturbed about the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. Soon after 
its publication, THe Sunpay Scnoot Times 
published two reviews of it. These met with 
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that they were reprinted. The reviews were 
written by two outstanding students of He- 
brew and Greek. Dr. Young, at the time, 
was professor of Semitic Languages, Litera- 
ture, and History at Shelton College, Ring- 
wood, N. J. (he is now dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Theological Seminary 
at Northwestern College, Minneapolis); Dr. 
Buswell, at the time, was president of 
Shelton College and professor of Philoso- 
phy and Theology. (He is now Dean of 
the Graduate. School of Covenant College.) 
10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 
12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 
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Gen, William K. Harrison, Jr. 
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father did not object to his reading and 
studying. 

A year passed before Araba had saved 
four coins, and this time his father 
agreed to travel with him to the town 
fifty-two miles away. Each night on 
their journey he watched his son kneel 
to pray and to read from the Book un- 
der his arm. 

They arrived safely at the other mis- 
sionary’s home and Araba was smiling 
joyfully as he laid the coins in his hand 
and told how he had faithfully read out 
of the Bible for a whole year. 

“Your Bible is paid for now,” said the 
missionary. “You have certainly earned 
it. It will belong to you for the rest of 
your life.” 

Araba nodded happily, then turned to 
his father. “For you,” he said, placing 
the Bible in the older man’s hand. “I 
will teach you to read God’s Book and 
you, too, will learn to love Him. I will 
work hard to earn more money to buy 
myself a Bible. I will come again,” he 
said to the missionary, “but I am going 
home now to give my testimony.” 


Easton, Pa. 
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Job's Four Friends 
(Continued from page 849) 


pensation of His dealings with us. Of 
course, the revelation of God in Man 
and in Christ, is not presented to us in 
‘Job,’ that came later on in the unfold- 
ing of God to men, but we have that 
revelation before us now. God grant 
then, that we may look upon our own 
and one another’s suffering through new 
eyes, because through chastened and 
obedient hearts.” 


p- 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, November 11 


2. Missionaries Are Real People 
(Acts 21:1-14) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE topic assigned for this week’s 

prayer meeting may strike some of 
us as a little strange. “Of course,” some 
will say, “missionaries are real people. 
We have always thought of them as 
such.” But, are they real to you, or are 
they merely names that you have heard 
linked with the missionary efforts of 
your church or denomination? You 
may have heard missionaries speak. Cer- 
tainly you have read in the Bible about 
missionaries such as Paul and Barnabas 
and Silas, and you have studied about 
them in the Sunday school. Doubtless 
you have heard many missionary stories 
as your pastor or representatives of your 
denominational missionary board have 
sought to arouse your interest in mis- 
sions. But have you ever met a mis- 
sionary personally, or received a personal 
letter from . one? a 

we 


Let us go a step further. Have you 
ever considered the fact that, if you are 
a Christian, you may and should have 
a firsthand knowledge and contact with 
missions? The plan and purpose of the 
Lord Jesus for every believer is that 
he or she not only should be interested 
and informed about missions but should 
actually be a missionary. He said to 
His disciples of old, and He says through 
His Word today to everyone who would 
sincerely be a disciple of His, “Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8); “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, gnd of 
the Holy Ghost; teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you” (Matt. 28:19, 20). This does 
not mean necessarily that everyone must 
go to a foreign land or give full-time 
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service, or be an eloquent evangelist or 
preacher. But it does mean that every- 
one should be a “witness,” telling others 
what Christ has done for him, and what 
He can and will do for them if they 
will believe His Word and accept Him 
as their Saviour. God’s place for you, 
as a witness, may be Africa or India or 
some foreign land, but, on the other 
hand, it may be here in America, in 
your state, in your town, in the office 
or shop or school where you are right 
now, and wherever He may show you in 
the future that He wants you to be. 


ve 

A missionary, therefore, is one who 
has heard God speaking to him through 
the Word, or through other believers, 
about witnessing for Him, and who has 
responded to God’s call and been obe- 
dient, under the same compulsion that 
Paul felt when he said, “Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the gospel!” (1 Cor, 9:16.) 


we 
However, the primary aim of this 
week’s topic is evidently that of helping 
young people to see that missionaries are 
not some peculiarly gifted and chosen 
individuals upon whom solely a respon- 
sibility has been placed for preaching 
the Gospel. Rather, a missionary is a 
man or woman, just like all of us, with 
the same human desires and frailties 
and likes and dislikes, the only differ- 
ence being that he or she has heard 
God's call to witness for Him and has 
been obedient to that call, turning over 
to Him life, plans, ambitions, and de- 
sires, and letting Him do whatever He 
will with that life in whatever may be 
the place of His choosing. 
v4 
Your young people’s group can know 
missionaries firsthand and learn some of 
their problems and desires. Consult: 
with your pastor or with the secretary 
of your denominational board of mis- 
sions as to the possibility of having mis- 
sionaries visit your young people's 
group. Or you may wish, under the 
direction of your pastor, to get in touch 
with certain independent missionary 
boards and learn when some of their 
missionaries will be available, or where 
there will be missionary conferences, 
which your group may attend and meet 
and talk with missionaries, 
se 
If immediate visits are not possible, 
obtain the names of some missionaries 
to whom your group may write and may 
thus receive direct information regard- 
ing their work. Out of this may come 
at least a partial support of some mis- 
sionary on either the home or foreign 
field, which will enable your. group to 
have a very definite part in active mis- 
sionary work either by means of money 
gifts or collection of clothing and sup- 
plies to be used by the missionary on 
the field. Above all, ask God to direct 
you to the right sources for your: in- 
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Why Prayer for Southern Negroes Gets 
Results and Wins Reward 


* Because southern Negroes are searching 
for God more diligently. 

* Because southern Negroes are quick to 
respond to the Word. | 

* Because the Gospel has less opposition 
among southern Negroes. 

* Because in this day of tension God wants 
His people to show helpfulness toward 
this underprivileged group. 

* Because Carver Bible Institute is reaching 
thousands daily through its printed 
page, its correspondence Bible lessons, 
its day school and its night school. Its 
trained graduates are bringing a new 
message of life through Christ to hun- 
dreds of rural churches. Your help is 
greatly needed at this time. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


A Chemist and flis Bible 
By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc-. 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
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formation, and to His outlets for the 
missionary interest and help of your 
group. Ask Him to give your group a 
real heart interest in the mission field 
and in doing whatever you can to get 
out the Gospel to those who have not 
heard. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 5 to 11 


Mon.—Micah 6:6-8. God’s Requirements. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He hath shewed 
thee, O man, what is good; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God?” The moral 
Law contains, in brief, the course of life 
for all. It is summed up here by the 
inspired prophet. Our Lord also gives 
it in a nutshell in Matthew 22:35-40. 
The Law is holy, just, and good, but 
man’s nature is sinful and weak; and 
without regeneration by the Spirit of 
God, it can never fulfill the righteous- 
ness of the Law (see Rom, 8:1-3). Only 
a new heart can observe and do the will 
of God. Pray for Korea. 


Tues.—Micah 4:1-5. Obedience and Peace. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For all people 
will walk every one in the name of his 
god, and we will walk in the name of 
the Lord our God for ever.” There al- 
ways will be disobedient people in this 
world, but; thank God, there are those 
who love and obey Him. They find that 
“great peace have they which love thy 
law: and nothing shall offend them” 
(Psa. 119:165). Pray for the mission- 
aries in Kenya Colony, Africa. 
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Wed.—Micah 6:9-16. 
Warning Against Injustice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wicked balances 
. . . deceitful weights.” God demands 
that our dealings shall be just and equal. 
“That no man go beyond and defraud 
his brother in any matter: because that 
the Lord is the avenger of all such” (1 
Thess, 4:6). Observe that James has a 
warning on this (5:4). Pray for Egypt 
in this time of great difficulty. 


Thurs.—Deuteronomy 22:1-4. 
Kindness to Our Brothers, 


PRAYER SvucGcEsTiIons: “Thou shalt 
surely help him.” We must be kind to 
everybody, and especially to those of 
the household of faith. Be sympathetic, 
compassionate, full of pity, and ready 
to help people in trouble. Give comfort 
and counsel as God affords opportunity. 
Honor all men. Do all the good you can 
always, everywhere, especially to the 
unthankful and unholy, and so win them 
for Christ. Pray for the hosts of people 
in Russia, 


Fri.—Psalm 69:29-36. 
Meekness and Humility. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The Lord hear- 
eth the poor, and despiseth not his pris- 
oners.” And since God is mindful of 
our distresses, let us be mindful of others 
in need. Consider Christ’s meekness and 
humility. Show these graces to neigh- 
bors, friends, and especially your ene- 
mies, Bear the likeness of your Saviour. 
Let men see that you have been with 
Him, and learned of Him (Matt. 11:29). 
Pray for the conversion of Mohamme- 
dans. 


Sat.—Luke 6:27-38. Love to All. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Love ye your 
enemies, do good.” The duty of every 
Christian toward all men is explicitly 
stated by our Lord. Never judge them 
or speak evil of them. Be just and true 
and kind in your dealings with them. 
Keep uppermost their need of salvation 
from sin and eternal death. At our best, 
there will be souls in perdition we 
might have pointed .to Christ had we 
been mindful of their need. Do you 
love the souls of men? Pray for more 
love for sinners. 


Sun.—Isaiah 1:11-17. 
Obedience Enjoined. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do 
well.” Obedience to God is expressed 
by obedience to parents, masters, and 
in living within the will of God. The 
above texts indicate right behavior 
before God. The Law and the Gospel 
show these paths of righteousness. 
Since all have sinned under the Law, 
and are guilty, and held for judg- 
ment, there can be no salvation by 
self-righteousness. The righteousness 
of the Law can be fulfilled only in 
those who live and walk in the Spirit 
(see Rom. 7:7 to 8:3). Pray for Italy. 
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